House Passes Temporary 
freeze (H^egulations 

Bill's Fate Uncertain in Senate; %to Promised 


By Tom Kenworthy 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


House Republicans yesterday 
took a key step in their drive to re- 
strain the reach of government as 
they easily won passage of legisla- 
tioh imposing a temporary freeze on 
neyy federal regulations. 

The legislation would prevent the 
Clinton administration from imple- 


menting hundreds of federal rules 
daring to shortly after the GOP’s 
electoral victory last November and 
would keep the freeze in place until 
£ the; etrf^ofAthis^yfar v 01 whenever 

^rifW^goyeriitnfint’s ttgulato- 
ry authorityC W. • " ' 


The permanent changes erecting 
cost benefit and risk assessment 
hurdles for federal rules will be tak- 
en .up in the House next week as 
part of the House Republicans’ “Con- 


tract With America.” 


The ultimate goal, said Rep. Da- 
vid Martin McIntosh, (R-Ind,), “is to 
gd back and rewrite” a range of long- 
standing federal statutes, incl uding 
those governing clean water, work- 
place safety, drug approval and en- 
dangered species protection. The 
regulatory moratorium, said McIn- 
tosh, “is a link between the elections 
last fall” and the “new, sensible ap- 
proaches” to the role of government 
favored by the House GOP. 

Passage of the moratorium bill, 
which faces an uncertain future in 
the Senate and a promised presiden- 
tial veto, came mi a 276 to 146 vote, 
with ,51 Democrats joining all but 
two of the Republicans who voted. 
Republican Reps. Constance A. Mo- 
relia (Md.) and Sherwood L. Boeh- 
lert (NT.) voted against the bill. 

GOP architects of the measure 
were Buoyed by their margin of vic- 
tory and predicted they could pick 
up th^.4 votes they would need to 
makeHhe moratorium veto-proof. 


>ut I^jnocrats said some of their 
defectors voted with the GOP only 
tec^H^Sfey aspect the legislation 
to die ighie Senate. 

“Knowing the Senate was there 
made it easier for moderate Demo- 
crats/ sa^d Rep. Barney Frank (D- 
MaM.),Mguing that a Clinton veto • 
would fe hpheld in the House. Re- 
P*^||® 3 l8, Bp Jstod, ‘have redefined 
siidesl as getting legislation 
through one house.” 

The regulatory moratorium ap- 
proved 8 yesterday is viewed by 
Housp Republicans as a critical step 
to^Wmo^mdamental and long- 
lastnigtetfongfe in how government 
touches Americans’ lives. Next 
week,in addition to the more sweep- 
ingjjegulatpry overhaul, they will 
sOjariite legislation to ex- 
pdhd gleatiy the ability pf property 
compensation 
wheh government actions reduce 
the value of their . property. 

As they have throughout much of 
their march toward fulfillment of 
their “Contract With America,” Re- 
publicans imposed an impressive de- 
gree ^party-voting discipline on 
their members during debate on the 
moratorium. 

Aided by several dozen moderate 1 
Democrats, the House GOP easily 
defeated amendments that would 
have exempted rides covering food 
and workplace safety, commercial , 
aircraft safety improvements, nude- j 
ar waste disposal standards and the - 
Family and Medical Leave Act. 

Most of those pending rules, ar- 
gued Republican sponsors, would be 
protected under the bill’s provisions 
ghdng the administration authority 
to exempt routine rules and those 
whose interruption could pose an 
“imminent” threat to health or safe- 
ty. 

But when it came to a possible in- 
terruption or cancellation of duck 


and goose hunting because the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service would not 
be $bleto issue its yearly regulations 
for the 5 sport, which engages the in- 
terest of 3 million hunters, the GOP 
leadership suddenly became 
■An amendment specifying that the 
moratorium would not apply to hunt- 
jog and fishing passed overwhelm- 
ingly. So, too, did another amend- 
ment extending the moratorium for 
an additional six months for rules af- 
fecting small businesses with fewer 
than 100 employees. 

McIntosh, a former staff director 
of the Bush administration’s Council 
on Competitiveness, said there was 
no attempt to favor Republican con- 
stituencies in the GOP’s selective 
enforcement of amendment disci- 
pline. “We're not really trying to 
make it better for business,” he said, 
“we are trying to make it better for 
people/ 

Noting that the House had not al- 
lowed exemptions to rules imposing 
new standards for drinking water 
designed to prevent the kind of Cryp- 
tosporidium outbreak that killer! 104 
people in Milwaukee two years ago. 
Rep. Gerald D. Kleczka (D-Wis.) . 
said: “l think it is a sad day in the 
House of Representatives when we 
put ducks above water safety in this 
country.” 

, A Senate committee is scheduled , I 
to write its version of the regulatory 
moratorium next week, but the 
product is likely to be considerably 
different. Eric Ueland, a spoke sman , 


for the Senate Republican Confer- 
ence , predicted that the Senate wifi 
adopt a “relatively narrower bill that 
addresses a fair nuifiber of the con- 
cerns the administration is raising,” 
such as the broad scopd.of the' mora- 
torium. 

The Senate bill, Ueland said, 
would likely address about 900 “sig- 
nificant” regulations rather than the 
4,300 affected by t|e House bill and 
would not permit jQcjicial' revieW of 
administration decisions to claini 
health and safety exemptions. 
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. . . GOP has “redefined sw&e$s" l 


